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National Editorial 
The Comprehensive Cancer Control National Partnership Celebrates the 20th Anniversary 
of the National Comprehensive Cancer Control Program1 
This year marks the twentieth year that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has supported the United States National Comprehensive Cancer Control Program (NCCCP). 
The NCCCP grew out of a movement called comprehensive cancer control (CCC), which began 
in 1994 and whose aim is to address cancer in a comprehensive manner, across the continuum of 
cancer control rather than focusing in on one cancer site (e.g. breast) or only on one aspect of 
care delivery (e.g. treatment). CCC is an approach that brings together multi-sector partners to 
collectively address the cancer burden in a community by leveraging existing resources and 
identifying and addressing cancer related issues and needs. The NCCCP began in 1998 with 
funding to six programs, including Michigan, to implement written cancer control plans through 
a statewide CCC coalition. In 1999, the Comprehensive Cancer Control National Partnership 
(CCCNP) was officially formed. This partnership brought together key federal and national 
cancer stakeholders to support both CCC programs and coalitions as they developed and 
implemented their CCC plans.  
                                                           
1 Note:  This editorial is written by the authors on behalf of the Comprehensive Cancer Control National Partnership 
https://www.cccnationalpartners.org/. The authors would like to acknowledge the leadership and contributions of the CCCNP 
Chair Cynthia Vinson, from the National Cancer Institute and Vice-Chair Frank Bright, from the National Association of Chronic 
Disease Directors.  
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In the first few years of the NCCCP, CDC and programs were working to define what CCC 
meant, how it could be useful in addressing the burden of cancer in a state, tribe or territory, and 
were often more focused on traditional public health issues like education about cancer 
prevention (tobacco, nutrition, physical activity, sun safety) and encouraging cancer screening. 
Since 1998, the NCCCP has grown from six to 66 funded programs. Now CCC programs and 
coalitions have taken a broader view of their role beyond prevention and early detection and 
have also focused on diagnosis, treatment and survivorship issues. The CCC approach has 
evolved within programs, coalitions and among national partners. Cancer plans and 
implementation of those plans now integrate advances in cancer control science and research, as 
well as place a focus on population based outcomes through policy, systems and environmental 
changes. CCC coalitions now routinely identify a set of priorities from cancer plans to focus on 
for implementation within a set period of time, increasing their ability to effectively leverage 
existing resources and focus on the “value-added” potential of the coalition – addressing issues 
that otherwise would not be addressed by one organization alone. 
The CCCNP has grown along with the NCCCP and CCC coalitions. The CCCNP officially 
formed in 1999 and now includes 19 partners. The CCCNP supports CDC’s priorities for the 
NCCCP, including: primary prevention and early detection of cancer; improving quality of life 
for cancer survivors through effective diagnosis, treatment and long-term support; focusing on 
policy changes for lasting change; promoting access to quality cancer-related care for all 
populations, and; evaluation of efforts and use of results for improvement. 
CCCNP efforts are increasingly focused on encouraging coalitions to focus on addressing the 
cancer control issues where we have strong science and can achieve significant cancer outcomes 
for populations.  These efforts include increasing human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination 
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uptake, increasing colorectal cancer screening and addressing cancer-related disparities among 
populations, and improving the well-being of the growing population of cancer survivors in the 
US.  
Since the CCC movement began in 1994, CCC coalitions have been considered “engines of 
change” that facilitate cancer control progress across the US. The CCCNP celebrates the 
achievements of the NCCCP and CCC coalitions over the past twenty years. The Michigan CCC 
Program and the Michigan Cancer Consortium exemplify the progress made through CCC. 
Together they, along with many collaborating partners, have made significant progress in 
addressing the burden of cancer in Michigan, from development of a statewide consensus 
agreement among cancer care providers, payers, advocates, and policy makers regarding cancer 
clinical trials; to establishment of the Dr. Ron Davis Smokefree Air Law; and, establishing a 
Survivorship Care Plan Learning Collaborative for cancer centers and health systems. Perhaps 
the greatest strength of the MCC and other CCC coalitions around the country is that they keep 
people as the center of their mission. While CCC is often considered to have three foundational 
pillars: programs, partnerships and plans, there is a fourth pillar – people. Whether it is those 
whose risk is reduced by receiving a HPV vaccination or a cancer survivor whose quality of life 
is improved through participating in a wellness program for cancer survivors, people remain the 
driving force for CCC coalitions.  
As we think about the next ten to twenty years, we know that CCC programs and coalitions will 
remain important engines of change in the US. In 2018, CDC, the American Cancer Society and 
the National Cancer Institute have commissioned a study by the National Academies of Science, 
Engineering and Medicine to gather input that could lead to a national cancer control plan in the 
US. CCC coalitions are uniquely positioned to be the cornerstone of a US national cancer plan’s 
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development and implementation. The CCCNP is working to ensure CCC coalitions are that 
cornerstone and will continue to work with CCC coalitions to address the most persistent cancer 
problems. Building on the success of the NCCCP and CCC coalitions across the country, we can 
conquer cancer together.  
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